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A habitat is a natural home of animals and plants. In this book we look at two
habitats in Australia.

Wetlands are places covered with water all, or some, of the time. In
heathlands small shrubs grow where it is too hard for trees to grow.
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Heathlands are mostly found in the dotted areas. Colour them green.

Wetlands are mostly found near the coast. Inland the Murray-Darling region
and the Channel country are the main wetlands areas. Find where they are on
the map and fill their names in.




Wetlands




Wetlands are places where water covers the ground for all or part of the year.
Because Australia is so dry there are few wetlands and most are dry for part
of the year. Some are dry for years.

Creeks and rivers are streams along which water flows to fill the wetlands.
Lakes and lagoons are areas of open water. Swamps are mostly shallow with
plants growing in the water. When streams flood they spread out over their
banks making large wetlands until they dry out again. Where the freshwater
streams flow into the salty sea they form estuaries. When desert rivers flow
they often end in large salt lakes.

When dams are built and water taken out of streams for crops, the rivers stop
flooding and creating wetlands.

Many animals need wetlands. Some birds fly down from the northern
hemisphere every year to Australia's wetlands. Can you find 15 wetland
animals on the other side of this page?

Many types of animals live in wetlands. Can you find the ones in this puzzle?
Their names read down and across.
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Long-fin the Eel was born far out to

sea but spends her life in fresh water
streams. When she is very old she will
return to have her babies. Join the 1
dots to see what she looks like. ]

Yabbie and Nymph are hiding so that they will not be
eaten. Show Nymph the right water weed to climb up so

he can change into a dragonfly.




Platypus is ready to have babies. 1. She digs a long tunnel into the stream
bank. 2. She uses her bill as a shovel and bangs the soil down hard with her
tail. 3. Then she collects leaves, grass and reeds in her tail to make a nest. 4.
She lays two eggs onto her belly and covers them with her tail to keep them
warm. 5. When the babies hatch they lick milk from the fur on her belly. 6.
After about three months she teaches them to swim.,

These pictures are mixed up. Can you work out the correct order and number
them from 1 to 67




Lotus the Bird has big feet so she can walk on the leaves of water lillies.
She has lost one of her babies. Can you help her find it?
Where is the other baby?
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In northern Australia, wetlands are being destroyed by an animal that does
not belong there. Fold A to B and find out what this animal is.
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The wetland homes of
Water Rat , (Great-billed Heron , Darter
Buff -banded Rail , Jabiru and Brolga , alo-
M with many other animals are
being destroyed by this animal
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Green the Pygmy Goose, Black the Swan, and Blue-bill, Pink-ear and
White-eye the Ducks are some of the many birds that live on the water.

j,“/j Use the numbers to colour the birds correctly.
l o Can you match the bird with its name?

1. brown 3. pink 5. blue 7. red
2. grey 4. green 6. black




These waders have long legs so they can walk around in shallow water to
look for food. They eat insects, yabbies, crabs, frogs or fish. Put them in order

from the one with the shortest legs to the one with the longest legs by
numbering them from 1 to 6.
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Some male birds change in Spring to aitract females. Can you find which
Large Egret has changed?
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Swamps fill up in heavy rains. Draw each of these animals where you think
they would be in this paperbark swamp.
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When the large inland rivers flood they turn the River
Red Gum woodlands into wetlands for a while.
Murray the Cod likes floods as there is lots of food
and she can use the hollow fallen branches to lay
her eggs in.

Can you find 10 other fish? Also find 2 more animals
-that lay their eggs in hollows. P E

et

It can take a long time for trees to form hollows big
enough for these animal's homes. To find out how Riaki = Y
long, cross out the letters J, P, L, G, F and X i i
below. Ty
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This duck also likes it when inland rivers flood. He is one of the rarest water
birds in the world. If we do not look after his habitat he and his kind will
become extinct. Extinct means that they will all die.

To see what he looks like, cut the squares out along the dotted lines and put
the picture together. You can then read his name and write it here.
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Complete the other side of this page. Now rearrange the pieces under these
three animals. The top row shows where they lay their eggs, the middle row
shows the eggs and the bottom row their babies.
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Thick moss soaks up lots of water to make bogs.
Draw a yellow line to show the ant a way through
the maze to get to the moss on the ground. Take ¢
care the ant does not get caught on the sticky '
hairs of the sundew’'s leaves. This plant eats

insects.

Join the dots to see what else will eat the ant if
she goes the wrong way. Colour him yellow.

To find his name change each of these coded
numbers to the right letter shown in the box.

3 7 887 27 8 4 4




/ en Some places are only wetlands for a little while after it rains.

JL‘?H ' Shield the Shrimp may only live for 3 weeks before the water dries
¥ \ up and she dies. But she lays lots of eggs which blow about with

| the desert sands until the rains come again.

| Asthe grounds dries and cracks some animals bury themselves to
wait. It may not rain again for many years.

Colour the picture by number to find them.
1. green 2. red 3. yellow 4. orange 5. blue 6. brown

Work out these freshwater animal’s names by replacing each
letter with the one that comes before it in the alphabet.

XBUFS IPMEJOH GSPH (geeny TOBJM (orange)

DSBC ed) NVTTFM (bivey DMBN (yeliow)




Frogs eat insects, but many other animals like to catch AR -*&}f{-.ﬁ,‘__f_ :.:I':.:'-{;":i:
frogs to eat. Cut out the frogs below and see how XY 1 b Ew}}}{.;}fﬁl
many you can get home safely. Throw a dice to move. \"* *':T ) fﬁ )ﬁ“f;“ J'j-:*i-f
Play with one frog at a time. When one is eaten or 4& Q}g E}gf}{'?fgﬂ:‘
gets home, start your next one. This game is for 1 to 4 152'.1& Eﬁ,wﬂli}
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Archer the Fish lives in estuaries where the fresh water flows into the salty
sea. He likes to eat insects so he hides under the water and spits at them to
knock them into the water. This picture has been divided into lots of squares.
Can you find the two which are the same?

A B C D E I G

Archer is a good shot. Solve this coded sentence by finding the square
where the number row meets the letter column. This will give you a letter.
For example: 2E = ¢

2F 2C 1E 1A 3E 2F 2G 4F 2G 3E 4E 2C 1E 4F 4E

3F 3E 2C 3D 2C 4F 2C 4C 1A 6B 1A 6D




A pelican's bill holds more than its belly can. When they sweep their bills
through the water the loose skin expands to make a bag to catch fish in.

In the sea-grass draw one fish for each pelican to eat.

Darter dives under the water and uses her sharp bill to spear fish. Draw a fish

that she has caught.

How many words can you make from the word PELI1C A N.




Draw a wetland home for Black the Swan and her cygnets.
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The main plants in the heathlands are small shrubs less than two metres high.
They mostly have small hard leaves. Many have colourful and unusual
flowers.

Heathlands grow on poor coastal soils and sands which may change from
being very wet to very dry. On mountains they grow in places that are too
cold for trees to grow. Heath plants also grow under trees in open forests,
woodlands and scrublands. More types of plants grow in heathlands than in
any other habitat. Too many fires and grazing by domesticated animals Kkills
heath plants.

Some animals live only in the heathlands. Many also live in other habitats and
move into heathlands to eat the nectar and pollen from the flowers.

Can you find the 6 animals on the other side of this page?

After you have finished the other heathland activities, see if you can do this
crossword.

ACROSS DOWN
1 A large heathland flower (p23) 2 Wrens eat these (p23)
5 The type of animal Honey is (p24) 3 First name of an emblem of Victoria,
6 A marsupial with a long nose and a plus -ed (p30)

short tail (p27) 4 A parrot that lives on the ground
7 What short thick beaks are good for (p26)

eating”? (p29)

How many words can you
make out of the word
HEATHLANDS?
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Blue-breast the Wren and Splendid the Wren live in the
sandplain heathlands. Colour them in by number to find
Blue-breast.

He is the one with the purple on top of his head. How else
can you tell them apart?

They are both looking for insects to eat. Can you find six for
them?

1. black 3. dark blue 5. purple
2. light blue 4. orange 6. brown

The flower is an Orange Banksia,
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Can you find the six things that have changed in the drawing on the right?

Honey the Possum feeds on the nectar of the heathland flowers.
What does she look like?

Use the words stripe, tail and nose in your answer.
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You can see lots of flowers in heathlands. Some look very
strange. Can you match these names to the flowers?

Christmas Bells
Flying Duck Orchid
Red Beards
Leopard Orchid
Spider Orchid
Kangaroo Paw
Donkey Orchid
Horned Orchid







