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A habitat is a natural home of animals and plants. In this book we look at
three habitats in Australia.

Forests grow in areas of Australia that have a good rainfall. The dense
rainforests have many different types of plants that can only grow under
the closed roof of this habitat. In the wet forests tall eucalypts grow, often
over young rainforest plants. In the open forests smaller eucalypts grow
over shrubs and grasses.

Mark on the map where you live

Forests are found in the areas marked F, colour them green.% ;
Rainforests are mostly found in the black areas. "'~.__,

Rainforests p. 3 Wet fnrests p. 15 Open Forests p. 21
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Rainforests
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Rainforests have many tall trees growing close together with their leafy
tops forming a dense closed canopy, like a roof for the forest. Some of the
many different types of trees can be up to 3,000 years old.

A high rainfall and the closed canopy of rainforest makes a special wet
habitat. Fire and wind rarely get in, and the sunlight is filtered by the
leaves. To catch the most light many of the small trees, shrubs and ground
plants have big leaves. A lot of plants live on the trees, while vines climb
up the trunks to get to the sunlight. Fire, winds and too much sun can get
Into the rainforest if it is logged and change the habitat.

Many animals only live in rainforests and some others need it at different
times. Find the 8 rainforest animals on the other side of this page and
colour them in.

How many words can you make from the word rainforest?

After you have finished the other rainforest activities see if you can do this
crossword.

Down 2. The Rainforest Dragoneats __ ________ __ __ __ p.7
3. Tiger the Quoll has large spots. p.9
4. Olives friend is the -tailed mouse. p.8

AcCross

1. Musky likes to eat . pi3

5 4. Albertis a bird. p.7

5. Brush sleeps in a at night. p.9




Ben the Tree Kangaroo and Musky the Rat-kangaroo live in the hot and
wet tropical rainforests of Queensland. Ben wants to visit Musky, can you
show him the right vine to go down.




I Draw a line from each baby animal to its parent.




in the warm and wet sub-tropical rainforests. His
friend the Rainforest Dragon spends most of his time Sy
hunting for insects on the trunks of trees. Can you find

a8 differences between the pictures?

Albert the Lyrebird lives

Wiite a sentence about the Dragon.
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Olive the Whistler lives in the wet cool temperate

rainforests. Her friend the Long-tailed mouse has to get

hack to her babies but a branch has fallen across the

track. Olive can see the way to go, can you show
the mouse?
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Brush the Turkey spends the day on the forest floor
and at night he sleeps in the trees so that he wont
be eaten. But Tiger the Quoll can climb trees. Join
the dots to see what he looks like. Colour him brown

and orange with lots of big white spots.




Banded the Pigeon lives in the hot, dry Monsoon rainforests where he
feeds on fruits. He has got himself all mixed up. Cut the squares out along
the dotted lines and see if you can get him back together. Turn the puzzle
over and see if you can put Tiger the Quoll together again too.

Find out where Banded lives by crossing out all the numbers in these
lines.
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In each line circle the one animal that does not belong with the other
animails.

Serub Fowl Red-recked Fhdemelon
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Musky the Rat Kangaroo and her rainforest friends have to be careful
because Dingo, Quoll, Goshawk, Owl, Cat or Snake might want to eat
them for dinner. Musky and her 6 friends are hiding by pretending to be
a wallaby. Can you find them ? Write the name of the animal that has

already found them.
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l Musky likes to eat fruit. Help her to climb the
fallen branch and get to the fruit. Toss a coin to
move, Heads 2, Tails 1. Keep count of the fruit you
find along the way and see how many you have

H at the end. Play until you all get to the top

| of the branch.
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Draw a rainforest home for Red-leg the Pademelon.




Wet Forests
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Tall, straight eucalypts are the main trees of the wet forests. Most are
higher than 30 metres and some grow to 100 metres, making them the
tallest flowering plants in the world.

Near rainforests many of their plants grow under the shelter of the open
eucalypt canopy. In better areas these plants slowly grow to form a
rainforest habitat as the eucalypts die out. This can take hundreds of years.
Often the young plants are killed in a fire and the cycle begins again as the
new eucalypts grow. Logging and too many fires can damage these
forests.

Palms are often found in the warmer wet forests and tree-ferns in the
cooler ones. In some places ground ferns, shrubs or grasses live under
the eucalypts.

A few animals only live in the wet forests but many share this and other
habitats. Find the 6 animals on the other side of this page and colour

them In.

Which of these words are not made from the words wet forest /

sore best was star rot

west for sew frost pot

After you have done the other wet forest activities see if you can do this
one.

Wiite the answers and then read down the last letters to find out what
Tassie the Devil can chew up with his strong jaws.

A Lyrebird that lives in wet forests p.17
Tassie is only found in Tasmania because of p18
A tree-like plant that grows in cool wet forests p16
The colour of Red-cap’s breast p.20
This book is about




Superb the Lyrebird spreads his tail feathers and dances to the
female while he sings. She is watching him. Can you find her?
Find 4 other birds which follow the Lyrebirds around to catch
insects they scratch up. To find out the other birds name solve |4
this code by finding the square where the letter column meets J

the number row. This will give you a letter. i
For example B3 = C.

B2 C1 C3A3 D4 A1 C1D2B4
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Tassie the Devil lives only in Tasmania. Devils were found all l
over Australia until Dingo arrived. Colour Tassie black with
white on her neck and the trunk of the Tasmanian Blue

To find another pouched animal called a Tasmanian Tiger
_colour in the dotted spaces in the smaller picture yellow.

:f It was last seen over 50 years ago and is now probably
| extinct. Extinct means it is gone forever.




| eadbeater the Possum lives in the cool forests.
She likes to eat Tree-crickets. Can you show her #geatie o
the right branch to go on to get to the cricket ? . «&EpNl 7 =58

| eadbeater is an emblem of Victoria.
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Red-cap the Parrot lives in the Marri forests. Colour him by number:
1. Red. 2. Yellow. 3. Light Green. 4. Light Blue. 5. Grey. 6. Brown.

Draw the branch he is standing on and some eucalypt flowers and gum nuts
to eat.
_

3



SR s
..-P.r.unﬁ-___. ..um._.
= R AR = > R

=2 h

. 1 X
= I..EE..

o i
|I|-|.||.-.Hrur|ll :

en Forests




Eucalypts are the main trees of open forests. Because they often grow on
poorer soils the trees are less than 30 metres high. As in the other forests

their trunks do not branch for at least half the height of the tree.

Shrubs often grow under the eucalypts. As the open canopy lets in a lot of
sunlight, most of these plants have small hard leaves so they lose less
water on hot days.

Many of the plants of the open forests need the heat of a bushfire to open
their hard seed cases. Sometimes the forests are burnt again before the
new plants can flower and make their own seeds. If this happens too
often plants can die out.

Some animals live only in the open forests. Many also live in the
woodlands and heathlands. Find the 8 animals on the other side of this
page and colour them in.
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Many types of animals live in the open forests. Can you find the ones in
this puzzle? There is at least one in every row down and across.
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Koala likes to eat the leaves of the eucalypt trees that grow in
the open forests. Draw a baby on her back and colour Koala
grey with a white chin, neck, chest and ears. The Cooktown
Orchid is light purple. These are emblems of Queensland.
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These animals have all lost their tails. Draw lines from each animal to
its tall.

Red -necked Walla oy
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