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A habitat is a natural home of animals and plants. In this book we look at two
habitats in Australia.

Wetlands are places covered with water all, or some, of the time. In
heathlands small shrubs grow where it is too hard for trees to grow.
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Heathlands are mostly found in the dotted areas. Colour them green.

Wetlands are mostly found near the coast. Inland the Murray-Darling region
and the Channel country are the main wetlands areas. Find where they are on
the map and fill their names in.




Wetlands




Wetlands are places where water covers the ground for all or part of the year.
Because Australia is so dry there are few wetlands and most are dry for part
of the year. Some are dry for years.

Creeks and rivers are streams along which water flows to fill the wetlands.
Lakes and lagoons are areas of open water. Swamps are mostly shallow with
plants growing in the water. When streams flood they spread out over their
banks making large wetlands until they dry out again. Where the freshwater
streams flow into the salty sea they form estuaries. When desert rivers flow
they often end in large salt lakes.

When dams are built and water taken out of streams for crops, the rivers stop
flooding and creating wetlands.

Many animals need wetlands. Some birds fly down from the northern
hemisphere every year to Australia's wetlands. Can you find 15 wetland
animals on the other side of this page?

Many types of animals live in wetlands. Can you find the ones in this puzzle?
Their names read down and across.
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Long-fin the Eel was born far out to

sea but spends her life in fresh water
streams. When she is very old she will
return to have her babies. Join the 1
dots to see what she looks like. ]

Yabbie and Nymph are hiding so that they will not be
eaten. Show Nymph the right water weed to climb up so

he can change into a dragonfly.







